
Questions and answers from Autodesk tips and tricks 

webinars run on 8th & 9th March 2017 

PowerMill 

Question - ‘how did you thicken those lines?’ 

Chris’s answer - I have a customised set of buttons on a toolbar to issue the command - EDIT PAR 

'powermill.Options.ToolpathOpts.Drawing.LineWidth' 4 

With ‘4’ being the line width – 1 is default. 

I plan on a short webinar to introduce users to basic customising, toolbars, capturing commands and 

parameters, getting started with macros, shortcut keys etc. look out for it! 

OR to set it manually each time - 

Tools > options > toolpaths > Drawing > Line width 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FeatureCAM 

Question: “can you export custom toolbars in FeatureCAM?”  

John’s answer:  yes you can, but it is not a straightforward ‘export’ option as you have in PowerMill. 

What you need to do is:- 

1. create your toolbar, save your part and exit and re-enter FeatureCAM. This updates the 

ezfm.ini – the text file that holds many FeatureCAM settings. 

 

2. Locate your ezfm.ini file by ctrl+rh-click on the bottom status bar of Featurecam (this brings 

up the ‘hidden’ menu):- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3. When this folder is open, look for the file called EZFM_ui.ini 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. rh-click on the file and select edit. Find the name of your toolbar (‘johns faves’ in my case) 

and copy the section from [Toolbars19.000-Bar26] right down  to MfgVis=1 (the start of this 

section will vary depending on how many toolbars you have already…) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5. This can now be pasted into the same location in any other users EZFM_ui.ini 

 

It may be easier at the moment to recreate the toolbar for other users rather than go through this 

method. 

An option to export has been requested. 

 

PowerInspect 

Question: “Is it okay to set up datum planes as un-probed features? i.e plane:point vector instead 

of a probed plane?” 

Stefano’s answer: Yes it is ok to set up datum planes as un-probed features, but you need to be 

aware that if you are projecting features onto an un-measured reference plane, and the reference 

plane is not exactly parallel or at the same height as the nominal plane, then your measurement 

results will be inaccurate. In some cases there may not be any measurable planes on a part, an 

impeller blade for example. In these cases the only solution is to create a nominal plane. 

Question: “How do you automatically renumber in a geometric group the same as in a surface 

group?” 

Stefano’s answer: There is currently no way to automatically renumber all the items in a geometric 

group, as in most cases geometric features are normally given a more descriptive name during the 

programming phase so they can be recognised easily on the report. If you have a specific need for 

this functionality, then we can create a custom add-in that does this using the automation 

functionality within PowerInspect. 

 


